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24 September 1943

The Houorable Carl Viasen
The House of Fepresentatives
#ashington, D, C.

Dear HMr. Vinsoo:

The attached copy of an article by Max Freedran iz totally inaccurate.
I am attemnpting to determine the source but, as you know, this is an alniost
impossible task,

However, I have no doubt this editorial will be the basis for speeches
on the {loor of the louss by adveocates of a joint cormmittes to supervise CIA
and others. Because¢ of your commitiee's interest in CiA's affairs, I am
attaching a summary of our reporting over the past 15 mmouths on the srosion
of the popularity aad strength of the Diom regime. By glancing over the pages
you will note CIA reporting represents a rerarkably accurate and continuing
aporaisal of a deteriorating situation and not, as "ir. Freedman states, 2
series of "incredible aad garish blunders commritted in a sickening sequence, ™

1 have exarined with great cara the posture of CIA in connection with
Viet Nam maiters since Auguet 2ist and I am satisfled that we have steadfastly
maintained a position of advisors on intellizence matters and have not becore
“the architect of policy.” Our comsistent advice both in Washington and Saigon
has been to act with care and deliberation in our relationships with the
Vietnamese government and to urge those responsible for policy not to engage
in a course of action unlass a careful appraisal of all related factors evidenced
that the course of action would be succeasful; and secondly that the resulting
situation would be an improverent over the sxisting one.

1 felt you should be advised of our nosition bacause of the very unjust
criticiem directed at CIA in the press which | am very much afraid is inspired.

I should be glad to discuss th&gk paatter privately with you if you wish.
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